
Composing with melodicles (or neumes).  
In some form, this is the oldest known 
method of musical composition, probably 
deriving from Mesopotamia & Egypt. One 
makes a mosaic, so to speak. A choice 
may be made of several melodicles - for 
example: [notation not shown]. Such may 
be combined & recombined in lovely ways. 
One may transpose the melodicles up or 
down the tones of whatever mode – 5, 6, 
7, or more-toned mode; or even chromati-
cally (or in "free-style" too, I think). 
The melodicles may also be used in back-
ward (retrograde) forms, ie. [notation 
not shown], or upside-down (inverse, or 
in both of these at once, [notation not 
shown] – (retrograde – inverse). One de-
cides with interest whether the neumes 
should be connected by the joining of 
their last & first tones, or (unjoined) 
by moving to an adjacent tone up or 
down, or by free skips. The melodicles 
might be used only in their pitch-pat-
terns, & the rhythms changed – either 
for a text or not. Octave transposi-
tions, up or down, of single tones of 
a melodicle might be used. Henry Cowell 
taught me most of this.
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