
Composing with melodiCles (or neumes).  
in some form, this is the oldest known 
method of musiCal Composition, probably 
deriving from mesopotamia & egypt. one 
makes a mosaiC, so to speak. a ChoiCe 
may be made of several melodiCles - for 
example: [notation not shown]. suCh may 
be Combined & reCombined in lovely ways. 
one may transpose the melodiCles up or 
down the tones of whatever mode – 5, 6, 
7, or more-toned mode; or even Chromati-
Cally (or in "free-style" too, i think). 
the melodiCles may also be used in baCk-
ward (retrograde) forms, ie. [notation 
not shown], or upside-down (inverse, or 
in both of these at onCe, [notation not 
shown] – (retrograde – inverse). one de-
Cides with interest whether the neumes 
should be ConneCted by the joining of 
their last & first tones, or (unjoined) 
by moving to an adjaCent tone up or 
down, or by free skips. the melodiCles 
might be used only in their pitCh-pat-
terns, & the rhythms Changed – either 
for a text or not. oCtave transposi-
tions, up or down, of single tones of 
a melodiCle might be used. henry Cowell 
taught me most of this.
from lou harrison's "musiC primer" - 
various items about musiC to 1970
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tonalization (for the afterlife) 
dan joseph
1. tonalization (for the afterlife) (2009) 33:31
dediCated to the memory of suzanne fiol
dan joseph ensemble: dan joseph, hammer dulCimer; tom Chiu, violin; 
loren dempster, Cello; marija iliC, harpsiChord; leah paul, flute; 
danny tuniCk, marimba 
2. wind patterns (2002) 7:22
Commissioned by jaCqueline martelle
dan joseph, hammer dulCimer; leah paul, flute 
3. musiC primer (2007) 18:13
Commissioned by mutable musiC
dan joseph, hammer dulCimer; thomas buCkner, baritone 
"tonalization (for the afterlife)" and "wind patterns" reCorded july 
2010 at spin studios, long island City, ny by nik Chinboukas. "musiC 
primer" reCorded january 2011 at systems two, brooklyn, ny by tom 
hamilton. mastering by tom hamilton. all titles published by dendroiCa 
musiC (asCap). text for "musiC primer" from lou harrison's "musiC 
primer" by lou harrison (© 1971 by C.f peters Corporation); used 
by permission of C.f. peters Corporation. 
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