As a rule, while planning the program of the
little festival I organize in Tortona every
year, I tend to leave one of the three dates
free, because you never know: I might miss
out on some juicy opportunity. However, in
2007 time was running out and the notori-
ous third evening still had not been orga-
nized and in spite of my many attempts in
various directions, nothing definite seemed
to be appearing on the horizon.

It was in this situation - frankly a bit worry-
ing — that one evening Borah Bergman, an old
friend of mine I hadn't heard from for years,
called me from New York to tell me he was
launching a duo with Stefano Pastor, a young
violinist from Genoa, and that he would be
willing to perform with him in Italy that sum-
mer. He told me that Stefano would call me,
and he soon did. I only knew him by name,
but he had excellent references and so, also
considering the great esteem I have always
held for Borah Bergman, I couldn’t help but
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own way when
it wants to.
Borah Bergman
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